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Aspire Academy is a government-funded
sports academy in Qatar that first opened its
doors in 2004. It is considered to be one of the
leading sports institutions in the Middle East
and aims to find and develop the best young
male Qatari athletes and provide training and
education to students with sporting potential.

all over the world to storage at Aspire
Academy’s Data centre.

such as GolStats for analysis

The school develops well-educated sports

Solution

clubs in Belgium and Spain, as well as in col-

Aspera Faspex and Aspera On
Demand to transfer video recordings
from locations across the globe to
the headquarters in Qatar and to
push the content directly to Aspire
Academy’s Azure Data storage.

laboration with several elite clubs and football

1

1- Transferring footage from external fields

2- Availing and transferring files to partners

Aspire Academy needed a fast,
reliable and cloud-based transfer
solution to move multi-gigabyte
football recordings from any location in the world to their headquarters in Qatar and to their global
business partners.

• Aspire Academy optimized their
entire transfer process to make
video recordings accessible for
stakeholders within hours after
the games.

following challenges:

program of sports development, sports science
and academic learning to boys aged 12 to 18.

• Using Aspera Faspex and Aspera
On Demand, Aspire transfers
video recordings ranging in size
from 2 – 20 GB each in minutes or
hours instead of several days.

Aspire Academy was faced with the

The Academy offers an integrated educational

Challenges

Results

Challenge:

champions and aims to become the world’s
leading sports academy for young athletes by
2020. It is also preparing the national team for
the World Cup in 2022 to be held in Qatar. The
Academy has invested in professional football

associations around the world.
With the goal to detect, select and moni-

3- Moving files to third party services like
Microsoft Azure Cloud to enable streaming to
Aspire Academy Dashboard and applications.

“By speeding up the process of receiving
recorded footage from football matches,
we’re able to identify exceptional
athletic talents faster than before.”
Ivan Bravo
Director General, Aspire Academy

tor high-performance talent, all football
matches of the national teams of Qatar, as
well as their teams in Belgium and Spain, are
recorded and subsequently shared with various stakeholders on a weekly basis for the
purpose of analyzing the players.

After files are received and edited at the office
in Doha, the content must be delivered to
Aspire Academy’s data storage, where third
party vendors like GolStats can download
it for analysis. This presented the issue of

Aspire Academy now uses Aspera’s high-

how to transfer large video files to Aspire’s

speed file transfer technology to move large

data storage quickly and reliably, a challenge

video files from stadiums worldwide to the

further exacerbated by the distance between

company’s headquarters in Doha, Qatar,

the cloud data centers – many based in

saving time and avoiding expensive and

Europe or the US – and the football stadiums

unreliable physical shipments.

around the world where videos originate.
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Benefits
Fast transfers: With Aspera, large
video recordings can be uploaded
to Aspire’s Data cloud storage at
maximum speed, regardless of file
size, transfer distance or network
conditions.
Reliability: The Aspera solution
provides reliable transfers between
distant locations, even in areas with
poor connectivity and high latency
over the WAN. The automatic
resume function for interrupted
transfers ensures that the assets are
delivered dependably.
Strong security: Aspera’s
enterprise-grade security plan
features built-in SSH authentication,
encryption in transit and at rest,
and data integrity verification for
each transmitted block, protecting
video assets throughout the
transfer process.
Cloud-based solution: Aspera On
Demand moves large files to the
cloud without requiring costly
infrastructure implementations.

With a single recording
ranging from 2 – 20 GB,
traditional transfer methods
like FTP were unsuitable
and resulted in sluggish
transfer times and even loss
of data.
Hence, Aspire Academy
was seeking a more
efficient and reliable
solution to complement
their existing workflows
and speed up the process
of moving large amounts of
files to the cloud for thirdparty analysis.
Solution:

Aspire Academy implemented Aspera Faspex and Aspera On Demand, using both standard
clients and mobile clients to transfer video footage directly from stadiums around the globe to
their headquarters in Doha over the WAN. From there, Aspera Enterprise Faspex and Aspera On
Demand delivers the content directly to Aspire Academy’s existing data storage, enabling multimedia participation and delivery to the Aspire Academy dashboard.
Additionally, Aspire Academy selected Aspera Console, the web-based management
application for complete visibility, real-time monitoring and centralized control of all file
transfers. Support and administrative teams are able to constantly track transfers and prioritize
the delivery of video files when necessary.
results:

High-speed Aspera transfers effectively replace slow and impractical FTP file transfers. Videos
ranging from 2 - 20 GB in size can now be received and shared with partners within 2 hours
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after a football game instead of several days.

Aspire Academy is an independent
government-funded sports
academy founded in 2004 with
the goal to find and develop the
best young male Qatari athletes,
whilst also providing them with
high quality secondary school
education. Since the population in
Qatar is small, the identification of
talent at an early age is important
and therefore they cooperate with
schools and sports federations.
They also have Multi-sport Skills
Development Centers across Qatar
to promote sports and prepare
talented youths before they
reach the appropriate age to be
considered for the Academy.

The Aspera solution streamlines the entire process starting with file delivery from the stadiums
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to editing, sharing and analysing the football footage and identifying talents on the football
pitch. All video recordings are now transferred and uploaded to the Azure Cloud storage using
Aspera’s FASP® transfer technology. The overall turnaround time of analyzing potential highprofile talents has been shortened drastically, resulting in much quicker feedback to the teams
and consequently optimizing the overall process.
“By speeding up the process of receiving recorded footage from football matches, we’re able to
identify exceptional athletic talents faster than before, supporting Qatar’s initiative to launch the
nation into the international sports spotlight,” said Ivan Bravo, Director General at Aspire Academy.
About Aspera
Aspera is the creator of next-generation transport technologies that move the world’s data at maximum
speed regardless of file size, transfer distance and network conditions. Based on its patented FASP™ protocol,
Aspera software fully utilizes existing infrastructures to deliver the fastest, most predictable file-transfer
experience. Aspera’s core technology delivers unprecedented control over bandwidth, complete security
and uncompromising reliability. Organizations across a variety of industries on six continents rely on Aspera
software for the business-critical transport of their digital assets.
Learn more at www.asperasoft.com

